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EO 11652: N/A 

SUBJECT: MFA PRESS CHIEE ON MEDIA 

REE: A-006 

1 . EU DEPUTY DIRECTOR ARNOLD AND PAO PAID COURTESY CALL 
ON MFA PRESS CHIEF WOLFGANG MEYER APRIL 25 AND IN 
RESPONSE TO HIS DETAILED QUESTIONS DESCRIBED NEW ORGANI- 
ZATION AND FUNCTIONS OF ICA. WHEN INFORMED OF 

ICA'S DUAL MISSION, MEYER ASKED WHAT MEANS WERE TO BE 
EMPLOYED IN INFORMING AMERICANS ABOUT GDR AND A DISCUS- 
SION OF EVENTS SUCH AS UPCOMING DRESDEN ART EXHIBIT AND 
BROAD RANGE OF IV GRANTS FOLLOWED. 

2. MEYER ADMITTED TOTAL UNAWARENESS OE IV OFFERS, 

SINCE THESE HAD ALWAYS BEEN MADE TO MFA'S CULTURAL SEC- 
TION, ON INSTRUCTIONS OF MFA PROTOCOL, AND INQUIRED 
ESPECIALLY ABOUT SYRACUSE TV PROJECT. HE CONCLUDED WITH 
SPECIFIC REQUEST THAT ALL DETAILS BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY 
TO HIS OFFICE AND PROMISED PROMPT ACTION. 

3. ARNOLD RAISED PROBLEMS OF IMAGE, COMMENTED ON NEGA- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BERLIN 02934 271349Z 

TIVE COVERAGE OF US IN GDR MEDIA, AND RELATED THESE TO 
ISSUES OE ACCREDITATION AND TO EXPLOITIVE TREATMENT OF 
AMERICAN JOURNALISTS BY GDR. MEYER RESPONDED WITH 
CUSTOMARY ARGUMENTS, NAMELY THAT VISITING US JOURNALISTS 
FREQUENTLY CAME WITH ANTI-GDR BIAS, RELATED TO WHICH WAS 
NEED FOR FULLY-ACCREDITED JOURNALISTS RESIDENT IN BERLIN 
TO PROVIDE DEPTH TO ON-SCENE REPORTING. 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


4. IN DISCUSSION ON OTHER MEANS OE 

PROVIDING SOME BALANCE TO BILATERAL MEDIA REPORTING, 
ARNOLD POINTED TO EXTENSIVE POSITIVE PRE-OPENING 
COVERAGE IN US OF DRESDEN ART WHICH MEYER 
ACKNOWLEDGED. PAO RECOMMENDED FOR MEYER'S CONSIDERATION 
PLACEMENT IN GDR PRESS OF TEXTS AND FEATURES ON WASHINGTON 
OPENING TRANSMITTED SAME DAY ON WIRELESS FILE. MEYER 
ACCEPTED PROPOSAL AND ASKED THAT ALL WE MATERIALS ON 
DRESDEN EXHIBIT BE SUBMITTED HIS OFFICE. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE MEYER'S REPUTATION WITH JOURNALISTS 
AND PRESS ATTACHES CONTINUES TO BE POOR AND HE IS OFTEN 
SPOKEN OF IN PERJORATIVE TERMS BECAUSE OF HIS WATCHDOG 
ROLE (SEE REPAIR), HE APPEARS TO ENJOY CONTACT WITH 
AMERICAN COLLEAGUES, PERHAPS EXPLAINED BY HIS YEARS AS 
GDR CORRESPONDENT AT THE UN, ABOUT WHICH HE LIKES TO 
REMINISCE. THROUGHOUT THE MEETING, HIS MANNER 
WAS EXCEPTIONALLY CORDIAL. IN RECENT MONTHS HE HAS DIS- 
PLAYED WILLINGNESS TO INCREASE PERSONAL CONTACT ON PRESS 
MATTERS. HIS UNAWARENESS OF IV GRANTS COMES AS NO SUR- 
PRISE SINCE THERE HAVE BEEN INDICATIONS OF 
RIVALRY BETWEEN MFA'S PRESS AND CULTURAL DEPARTMENTS. 
ALTHOUGH PROTOCOL HAD ALWAYS INSISTED THAT THE 
CULTURAL DEPARTMENT WAS THE PAD'S OFFICIAL POINT OF 
CONTACT ON ALL MATTERS, MEYER'S INSTRUCTION THAT HE BE 
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THE FOCAL POINT ON PRESS MATTERS IS WELCOME AND OVER- 
RIDING AND OPENS UP A NEW AND PERHAPS MORE RESPONSIVE 
CHANNEL. ALEXANDER 
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